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Open Space Session, SRIP 

Wednesday, 1st November 2023 

Facilitated by Thomas Fisher and Theona Morrison, CoDeL 

supported by Sheena Boyd and Brendan O’Hanrahan, SRA 

 

Some feedback after the session: 

• “I wouldn’t have brought up this topic in another space.” 

• “I came to this session expecting to sit, but it got me participating actively.” 

• “It was really interesting to see how different people see things, think about things so 

differently.” 

 

Over 20 participants engaged in this face-to-face session at the Scottish Rural and Island Parliament 

(SRIP).  It provided an opportunity for participants to share topics that they felt were not being 

adequately covered in the rest of SRIP’s programme (we called this space Speakers’ Corner).  We also 

created a quieter circle for those who were not necessarily passionate about one particular issue, but 

felt they might not have the answers in these times full of uncertainty.  We called this space “We 

don’t have the answers” and explained that it was modelled on a Quaker meeting approach in 

honour of the late Peter Kennedy, and until recently SRA Director.  The second half of the session was 

devoted to ‘stalls’ or tables, enabling participants to discuss 12 topics in small groups. 

After introductions, we asked participants: What are the main two factors that make you want to live 

where you do in rural and island Scotland?  Here is the resulting wordcloud: 
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Twelve topics emerged from the two spaces (Speakers’ Corner and the quieter circle), and the 

outcomes of each of these are reflected in the flipcharts the small groups prepared.  While the 

Speakers’ Corner allowed participants to propose ideas they felt passionate about, the quieter circle 

was more reflective, including negative reflections in times that can sometimes feel overwhelming.  It 

was striking how many of the challenges precisely mirrorred the strengths of rural and island 

communities reflected in the wordcloud, almost like two opposite sides of a coin.  Clearly how we 

frame, ... the lens through which we view the rural and island content, ... has a strong impact on 

responses and the tone of responses. 

The 12 topics that emerged were (the flipcharts for each are reproduced below) 

• sustainable living; circular economy; renewable energy; safe, resilient and sustainable 

community spaces (www.goal11spaces.com); and long-term change 

• tourism; history & heritage in cross-generational discussions; veterans; and kindness 

• democracy and democratic deficit: The Peripatetic Parliament; decentralisation; and 

independence for islands. 

 

At the end we asked participants, What do you feel are key topics/ approaches/ issues/ questions/ 

insights/ visions not being adequately addressed at this Parliament?  The resulting wordcloud: 

 

 

 

These are really important topics.  Some of these topics did have dedicated sessions at the SRIP, such 

as local democracy.  In fact, one or more participants intending to participate in the local democracy 

sessions ended up in the Open Space session by mistake, and contributed much to the latter!  None 

of this diminishes however the importance of the topics that participants articulated and explored in 

the Open Space session. 

http://www.goal11spaces.com/
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